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If November’s weather
is any indication,
Michigan is in for a
splendid season of skiing

By ELLEM CREAGER
FRFF FRFS5 TRAVED WRITER

ecp vour fingers crossed,
bt it's shaping up to be a
rreat aki season in Michi-
Fan,

By Thanksgiving, ski-
ers were already out on
the slopes at Pine Knob
in Clarkston,

Mit. Bohemia, up near Copper Har-
bor, already had 37 inches of anow,

In northwest lower Michigan, ski
rosorts basked in the frigid tempera-
turea,

The new Bovne Mountain Grand
Lodee and Spa at Boyne Mountain
was bustling with its first holiday
crowes,

And the season had barely begun,

“It was a typical February weekend
— in November," aavs Boyne spokes-
worman Julie Ard,

Michigan iz notorious for wildly
variable carly winter
weather, but  this ',.:,’lm& inside
yoar many of the ———
state's 20 ski resorts ¥ Fashionable
either are already skiwear, 4K
open or are about to B Middle-age
unlock the gates, It snewboarding,
oy be the first time ko
in five wears the ®Packages, SK
weather basbeenthis g qyjing out
cooperative this ear-  \Wask, 6K
Iy. T

Skiers can’t wait, ?;E' et in shape,

“I'm attracted to ————
the speed and exhila- ;E great deals,
ration of the sport it- oo
sell, and the scen-
ery,” says Calvin Browne, president of
metra Detroit’s Jim Dandy ski club
and an avid skier for 19 veara. He plans
a first trip with the elub Dec. 1T to Ca-
borfae Peaks in Cadillac.

Browne, 54, of Farmington Hills
learned to skiat Mt, Brighton, and his
favorite Michigan slopes are at Boyne
Highlands in Harbor Springs. He
plang on at least 15 ski trips this sea-
2001,

Families, Loo, are aching to get out.

“It used to be when 1 was in eollepe,
wie woutld go up skiing every Thanks-
giving weekend. They were always
open. Just the last few years, it seems
things have gotten warmer” says
Ruzz Smith, 6, of Grosse Pointe
Woaoods, The former racer has taken
hiz wife and three children skiing ev-
ety vear for nearly 200 years during

Leysiad Maunlas
ABOVE: Crystal Mountain has added five
coktages; it's one of several resorts up-
grading thair ledging lineups.

RIGHT: Many of Michigan’s 30 ski resorts,
including Boyne Mountain, are already
open for the seazon.
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Looking cool starts
with staying covered

RY 1154 JOMNES TOYYNSEL
5T, LORIES FOST- DIEPATUH

Certain sports have o look; skiing
15 one of them. And although itz OK
Lo bz ski burm, vou wanl Lo avoid
being labeled a ski peek at all costs.

B0 heed a fow lashion Tundamen-
tals and spare yoursell the anguish
of going overboard.

Want to get started? Lavering is
ke

Layering

Wearing long underwear s not
negotiable, experienced skiers say.
The thin, body-clinging thermal
pieces add the Orst layer of warmth
to the skier's uniform. Stay away
from cotton items that tend Lo re-
tain moisture and look for those
made of symthetics that move mois-
ture away from the body.

Hat and gloves

Yo want to keep vour extremi-
ties well-covered, too. Hats that pull
down over your forehead and ears
are 5 must, Those made for active
lifestyles will often have a fleecy
band along the head te ahsorb maois-
Eure,

Handsz sweat, too, meaning that
gloves need not only be waterproof
but also able to wick moisture awny
from the fingers. .

Ope suggestion i3 to look for
gloves with draw cords at the wrist,
aava Jessica Bowd of Hidden Valley
Fezort in Eureka, Mo, The feature
helps block winter's chill. Gloves
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On the slopes in Michigan

900 feet

Tallest wertical drop — at Mt Bohemia,
Lae La Bella,

0240 feet

Longest run — at Mt. Bohemia,
Lac La Belle.

67

Most runs — at Bayne Mountain,
Bawne Falls.

125 feet

Vertical drop at Pards Wintar Sports
Park, Rockford.

14

Lifts at ML Holly, Hally =
the state's most,

22

Mumber of cross-country ski trails at
{aberfae Peaks, Cadillac —
the state's most,

2

Murber of resorts that don't make snaw:
Skyline in Grayling and ME. Bahamia.

o

Mumber of ski areas with indoor pools;
Big Powderharn in Bessemer, Indianhaad
in Wakefield, Pine Mountain in Irgn
pdauntain, Boyne Highlands in Harbar
Springs, Boyna Mounkain, Crystal
WMounbain in Thempsonville, Shanty Creck
in Ballaire, Trectaps in Gaylord,
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